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TO THE STUDENTS

should stand for the rights of the masses as opposed to the inte-
rests of the capitalists and the landlords '. My reply is that ever '
since the Congress has come on the scene it has done nothing
else whether it was dominated by the Moderates or the Extre-
mists. From its very inception under A. 0. Hume it has sought
to represent the masses. That indeed was its origin, and a study
of its history of nearly half a century would prove to the hilt
that the Congress has been all through progressively represen-
tative of the masses.
Do I not think that time has come when Congress should
take a definite stand for the rights of the masses irrespective
of the interests of the capitalists and the landlords ? No. We,
the so-called friends of the masses, will only dig our and their
graves if we took that stand. I would like to use the landlords
and capitalists for the service of the masses as the late Sir
Surendranath used to do. We must not sacrifice the interests of
the masses to the capitalists. We must not play their game. We
must trust them to the measure of their ability to surrender
their gains for the service of the masses. Do you think that the
so-called privileged classes are altogether devoid of nationalistic
sentiments ? If you think so, you will be doing grave injustice
to them and disservice to the cause of the masses. Are not they
too exploited by the rulers ? They are not insusceptible to the
higher appeal. It has been my invariable experience that a kind
word uttered does go home to them. If we win their confidence
and put them at their ease we will find that they are not averse
to progressively sharing their riches with the masses. Moreover
let us ask ourselves with the masses, have we bridged the gulf
between the surging millions and us ? Let us who live in glass
houses not throw stones. To what extent do you share the life
of the masses ? I confess that with me it is still an aspiration.
We ourselves have not completely shed the habits of living that
we say the capitalists are notorious for. The idea of class war
does not appeal to me. In India class war is not only not in?
evitable but it is avoidable if we have understood the messag^
of non-violence. Those who talk about class war as being
evitable have not understood the implications of no
or have understood them only skin-deep.
Q,   How can the rich help the poor without the rich
poor themselves? Richness or capitalism is a system